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PARTICLES OF TRUTH

“AN EMOTIONAL SEESAW RIDE...
"The images of “Particles of Truth” are so sharp and cut so deep; it’s as if
writer-producer-director and co-star Jennifer Elster made them with a scalpel.”
-LOS ANGELES TIMES

“AN INTENSE EMOTIONAL ROLLERCOASTER
with standout performances...its damn fine.”
-FILMTHREAT

“FRESH ENERGY”

“(Elster) represents the fresh energy crucial to the vitality of artistic communities.”

-NEWSDAY

“N.Y. Indie airily pulls off what Hollywood mightily strives for
-- a believable romantic comedy.”
-VARIETY

“Sweet believably tormented performances”
-VILLAGE VOICE

LIFE ON THE LEDGE

NEW YORK MAGAZINE names LIFE ON THE LEDGE as one of the films to see
“QUITE FUNNY”
- NEW YORK MAGAZINE, Logan Hill

“DARKLY HILARIOUS TALE...
recalls Woody Allen’s heydey of neurotic comedy”
- TRIBECA FILM FESTIVAL

“WITTY AND WELL CONSTRUCTED... VISUALLY STIMULATING”
- CINEMA BLEND

“MUCH BUZZED ABOUT SERIO-COMIC FEATURE”
- FLAUNT MAGAZINE, Shari Roman
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ibeca, the que“

With 200 films, the 2nd a.mlual
festival moves beyond DeNiro’s

goal of luring people downtown

FILMS

75 Films is a Tribeca-based motion picture company that devel-
ops and produces original and thought-provoking independent
short and feature films.

75 Films’ most recent accomplishment is the dark comedy fea-
ture film Life on the Ledge--a story about a guy who wants to
die until he finds out that he’s actually dying. Life on the Ledge
made its world premiere at the Tribeca Film Festival 2005.
Shot in and around Tribeca, Life on the Ledge stars writer/di-
rector Lewis Helfer and Melissa Sagemiller, along with Broad-
way veterans Tovah Feldshuh, Mark Blum, Daphne Rubin-
Vega, and independent film stars David Thornton, Gale Harold
and Jacob Reynolds

Particles of Truth marked 75 Films’ feature film debut, which
made its world premiere at the Tribeca Film Festival 2003,

and continued its success at such festivals as IFP/LA, Wood-
stock, Ft. Lauderdale, Santa Barbara and won the Jury Award
for Best Feature Film at the Austin Film Festival and HD Fest.
Particles of Truth, was also shot in and around Manhattan’s
Tribeca district. The film chronicles the lives of eight connected
New Yorkers over an intensely emotional 48-hour period as
they deal with the self-doubt, emotional dishonesty, familial
ties, and potential for love. Particles of Truth was written and
directed by Jennifer Elster in which she stars with Gale Harold
(Showtime’s “Queer As Folk”). Particles of Truth had its NYC
theatrical release in September 2004, and is currently available
on DVD as well as airing on the Sundance Channel in a series
entitled “New Voices”.

By Steve Dollar
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The ultimate rock fan

BHARF IMAGES:

The Los Angeles Film
Festival's centerpiece
documents a local

promoter and legend.

By KEVIN THOMAS
Timaw STq [T Wriker

HE Los Angeles Film
Festhal has chosen as [ts
annual centerplece pre-
miere Ceorge Hicken-
[OperS documentary on
lpeal character Rodney
Bingenhelmer, “The
Mayor of Bunset Strip.”

This engrossing work, at Onee COrmpas-
slonate and rigorous, comprehensive and
sucecinet, would be the centerplece of any
festival for the way It Qluminates the life
and times of the enigmatic, diminutive
EBingenhelmer, an influential fAgure in

LOS ANGELES TIMES

R T T T A TR

rock music for four decades and long-nun-
ning on-alr personality at KRODQ-FM
(106.7). (A CD of the fllm's far-ranging
spundtrack Is scheduled to be released.)

Bingenhalmer & essentially a loner,
though he’s cherished by many, Hicken-
looper realizes that while he was typleal of
a generatlon of eelebrity-crased, glamour-
seeking throwaway kids who flocked to
Hollywood In the swinging "60s, he also
wiss special. As Cher observes In the fllm
of those times: “If you were a little differ-
ent something eould happen.”

With Bingenheimer, people just natu-
rally seemed to want to look aner him.
That allowed him to pursue his “Zelig”-
like pazsion for turmning up in photos of the
rich and farnous, while dlscovering that he
was & natural promoter of the musle and
the musieians he admined.

He wrote about them, he promoted
them at concerts and at various record
companbes, and above all he was crucial in
launching them on his radio program. Un-
assuming, empathietic ahd ' éncouraging,

Lo Asgelas Fiim Peeliea

Gale Harold as Morrison and Jeanifer Elster az Lilli in “Particles of Truth, " an emotienal séesaw ride,

Bingenheimer became the kind of person
reck bands found wseful Lo have around.

Bingenhelmer's life, in fact, 1s a verl-
tableé who's who of noek "n’ roll, and thoss
who speak of him with gratitude and de-
votion, in addition to Cher, include Nancy
Sinatra, Debble Harry, Joan Jett, Court-
ney Love and David Bowle, The late
Lance Loud, eldest son of the famlly pro-
filed in PBS" groundbreaking 16705 TV se-
ries “An Américan Family,”" aptly com-
pares Bingenheimer's personality and
modus operand] to Andy Warhol's.

But unlike Warhol, Blngenheimer, who
lives In a modest Hollywood apartment,
never got rich. Born in Mountaln View,
Calif, of parents who divorced when he
was 3, Blngenhelmer inherited his passion
for celebritles from his mother, with
whom he stayed close untll her recent
death, though they didn't keep in touch
during his early Hollywood years.

His father and stepmother seem de-
cent, ordinary folks but reweal they
weren't close to thefr son’ No' matter:

Bingenheimer is a survivor bless-
ed with the gift of self-Invention,
and while he may seem lonely at
times, he knows how to take care
of himself while extending a
helping hand to others. The
transitory naturs of fame, espe-
cindly in the world of rock, is a key
théme of the film, yet Bingen-
heimer himself endures.

‘Particles of Truth’

The images of “Particles of
Truth” are o sharp and cut 50
deeép, it's as if its writer-pro-
ducer-director and co-star Jen-
nifer Elster made them with a
scalpel.

Elster takes an emotlonal
seesaw ride through the 48 hours
priceding the first group exchibi-
tlon for her herolne, LI, & tal-
ented young Manhatian painter.
Near the outset of the film she
ponnects warily with Morrison
(Gale Harold), a young writer
whi, llke LY, comes from a dys-
functional family that makes
him almost /s skittish as she 15,

Consumed with a fear of fail-
Ing and amhbivalent in her re-
sponses to Morrison, Ll sirives
1o sort out her feelings as the
show's opening draws ever clozser
and developments, both  ex-
pected and from left feld, start
pling up. As taut as a suspen-
sion bridge cable, “Farticles of
Truth,” a notably assured and
ambitious fArst film, bullds tén-
sion as it invobves us deeper and
deeper in LiIFs destiny

“You'll Be Back’

Like "Partieles of Truth,"” Antondo Cha-
varras’ compelling “You'll Be Back™ un-
folds over a short space of time, deals with
the Impact of two people upon each other
and creates an ever-increasing amount of
uncertalnty.

Ignacio (Unax Ugalde) is a slim, nice-
looking architectural student prepared to
follow in his highly suceessful, dominesr-
ing fthers footsteps when he has a
chance encounter, after much time, with
his ne‘er-do-well older brother, Carlos
(Tristan Ulloa), & scrufy-looking gambler
down on his luek. To Ignacio, Carlos re-
presents the excitement and apparent
freedom of living on the edge.

It's one thing. however, for Carlos to
present a constructive challenge to Igna-
¢io a5 to what the younger man really
wants to do with Ufe, and guite another to
lead him astray, even into serious danger.
“You'll Be Back” Is deceptively low-key
and highly accompilished.

‘Iran Is My Home'

Two years ago Irantan American tele-

e ————

who hosts a talk show aimed at the Ira-
nlan expatriate community around the
world, returned after a 24-year absence Lo
his homeland, which he left at 16, He came
back to Los Angeles with “Iran Is My
Home,” & heartfelt T0-minute video record
of his visit, which will have special mean-
ing to anyone fortunate enough to hive
visited Iran about the time he left it and
who by chance took virtually the same
Journey he dld, from Tehran and north to
the magical city of Esfahan and back.

Farlborz observes, listens, apprect-
ates, remembers and embraces. Yes, he
takes note of the rgld Islamic rules
posted everywhere, he hears the despalr
of two young men, both with degrees but
jobless, saying, “We're under pressurs
hepe,” But Farfborz elso captures the
beauty of the Iranlan landscape, the mag-
niflcent mountain ranges and vast plains
and the timeless vitality of Tehran.

Hié evien manages to capture — against
regulations — the mimor-mosalc splendor
of the Interlor of Golestan Palace, and
takes in street lfe everywhere he goes.
But above all he captures the personal-
ities of the Tranian people, unchanging in
thelr warmth and hospitality. Fanborz
peginsg by Alming his mother offering
greetings to friends and relatlves In Iran;
he ends with a visit with the equally gra-
clous lady to whom his mother sold her
spacious Tehran residence years ago. .

e S v . S
Screenings

The Mayor of Sunset Strip:

Tuesday at 7:30 p.m., ArcLight Cinemas,
6360 Sunset Bhvd., Hallywood: next
Thursday at 2:30 p.m., Laemmie's Sunset 5.
BOOO Sunset Blvd., West Hollywaod, (856)
FILMFEST.

Particles of Truth:

Saturday at 4:30 p.m., the Directors Guild,
7920 Sunset Blvd,, Hollywooad: alse Monday
at 7 p.m., Laemmle's Sunset 5, (B66)
FILMFEST

You'll Be Back:

Toight at T:15, Friday at 2:45 p.m. and next
Thuraday at 9:45 p.m. al Laemmie"s Sunset
5.({866) FILMFEST.

Iran 15 My Haome:
Saturday at 7 p.m. and June 20 at 5 p.m. at
the Directors Guild, (BBE) FILMFEST.

PROMOTER: Mﬂd}rﬂimﬂhﬂmr
vision personality Fariborz David Disan, . cor Theddoparnl SURsebSInip o

51

'UNE 9.15, zod3

PILM ENVIEWS o 3]

GEHH IMH Gale Hﬂmfd pia, s ym*mapﬁwbe in romanlic m'.'netiy
“Particles of Truth,” written and directed by Jenwifer Elster.

PARTICLES OF TRUTH

A Matter production. Produced by Jen-
nifer Elster. Co-producers, Lewis Helfer,
Terry Leonard,

Directed, written by Jennifer Elster.
Camera (color, HDCam), Toshiro Yam-
aguchi; editor, Ron Len; music supervisor,
Mark Wike; production designer, Cherish
Magennis; sound, Eban Baume. Reviewed
at Tribeca Film Center, New York, April
24, 2003, (In Tribeca Film Festival — NY,
NY.) Running time: 101 MIN.

With: Jennifer Elster, Gale Harold,
Richard Wilkinzon, Elizabeth Van Meter,
Alan Smmulski. Larry Pine, Leslie Lyles,
Susan Flovd, Mark Margolis.

By RONNIE SCHEIB

his pretentiously titled, zero-

budget N.Y. indie airily pulls

off what Hollywood mightily
strives for — a believable romantic
comedy. Admittedly, pic’s loving
couple, two certifiably neurotic
artists, hardly spring from central
casting. She, a painter (writer-di-
rector Jennifer Elster), can’t bring
herself to visit her drug-addict fa-
ther who's dying of AIDS, while he,
a writer (Gale Harold of “Queer as
Folk” repute), has got major germ
issues. But together they're un-
heatable, so shocked at successful-
ly initiating human contact that
they impatiently drop their deﬁning
neuroses. Basically a chick puc,
“Particles” may prove too margin-
al to reach wide auds, but charm of
players might woo limited theatri-
cal life before cable beckons.

Pic unfolds over 48 hours, the pre-
credit sequence sampling out-of-
context scenes labeled “today” or
“tomorrow” before settling into
straight-ahead chronology. Lilli

(Elster) is spooked about her immi-
nent gallery opening and haunted
by visions of her father. She flashes
baek to her childhood in the hands of
her affectionate but hopelessly
stoned dad that has left her defen-
sive and insecure about her art.
Enter germaphobe Morrison
(Harold), who sits in his car all day,
unwilling to sally forth into the mi-
crobe-crawling  streets, jotting
down notes for what’s presumably
the sequel to his first book, the fit-
tingly titled “Notes From a Vehi-
cle.” He holds strained conversa-
tions with his painfully aloof father
in his parents’ luxurious home, and
performs complex sanitary ablu-
tions involving surgical caps and
sterilized gauze in the stainless steel
buthroom of his own apartment.
Subject matter seemingly leans
toward the pathetic, but Elster
praces both main characters with a
wry distance from their own dys-
functionality that makes them

strangely appealing. Kindred spir-
its, they immediately recognize
each other’s need to keep the world
at bay. Neither magically escapist
nor psychologically correct, “Parti-
cles” propeses a pragmatic adapt-
ability at one with the lived-in New
York neighborhoods and artists’
hardscrabble career paths,

Within two days, the couple tri-
umphantly sheds years' worth of
hang-ups. To Elster’s credit, she
makes the characters’ instant con-
versions seem less mivaculous than
long overdue.

Cherish Magiennis’ production de-
sigm tends toward the lush and color-
saturated, and Toshiro Yamaguchi's
hi-def lensing gives upbeat patina to
Gotham streets and rooms.

VARIETY



PARTICLES OF TRUTH _ .
by Eric Campos ""’f s g e o
(2003-06-20)

2003, Un-rated, 101 Minutes, Matter Productions

Grrem 508 (GREnE)

Beneath all of the psychosis; beneath all of the self-doubt; beneath . ,

the lies; and beneath the misery is a simple, but inspiring message — “particles of Truth” is quite an intense
Don't be afraid to live your life because you never know how much  amaotional rollercoaster...

longer you're going to have it. Something like that, anyways. Very
unusual that & film focusing on characters this miserable can be so
uplifting, but here it is, and it's damn fine.

Taking place within a 48-hour period, our main character, Lilli
(played by director Jennifer Elster), is preparing for her art show
where her paintings will be on display for all 1o see. Lilli should be
excited, and maybe even a little nervous, but as we get to know her
more, we find that she’s more disgusted with the idea of showing her
work publicly than elated. She doesn't like people very much and
she trusts no one. This is quite possibly due (o the crazy upbringing
she had, raised by a couple of drug addict parents. She's
disconnected herself from the world, so when Morrison (Gale Harold Very unusual that a film focusing on
from “Queer As Folk™) shows up in her life, you'd think the two would characters this miserable can be so
be a perfect malch. You see, Morrison is a fellow artist, a writer, but  uplifting...

he also keaps himself distanced from the world around him, wary of

the germs that people spread. But when hanging out, the two end up

bumping heads more than getting along, their faars of opening up to

another human being prohibiting them from establishing a relationship. If this helping of self-doubt and
obsessive compulsiveness isn't enough for you, it is soon revealed that everyone they know all have a deep,
dark secret that is quietly eating them alive.

“Particles of Truth® is quite an intense emotional rollercoaster with standout performancas, especially from
Elster. One of the more remarkable scenes has Lilli being beaten by some creep in the backroom of a bar with
Eddie Rabbit's "| Love a Rainy Night® blaring over the viclence. The performance from Elster and the creep are
scary, add Eddie Rabbit to the mix and you've got yourself a lotal nightmare.

This is an excellent first feature from Elster and | look forward to seeing what next she has up her sleeve. Now
back in the dump truck filled with meds, these characters need to chill oul.
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PARTICLES OF TRUTH ABOUT LIFE IN NEW YORK
[MARCHIVES
CALL FOR ENTRIES By Brad Balfour - Septermber Sth, 2004
AT A GLAMCE Whan acton'director Jennifer Elster’'s PARTICLES OF TRUTH opens this month
whe will inally realize both 8 dream and cleanse hamall of tha debiis from 9/11. A 5 ‘
E-HEWS SIGN-UP few days before she had planned to begin production on her finst featurs, 8/11
happened. Elster and husband Léass Halter wars throam indo turmoil-especially
ADVERTISE because they lved down the street from the Word Trade Center, While dislocated
E-MAIL FFT and despairing dus o the tragedy thal had just affecied them so direcily, Ehey
% persavarad and Elster bagan shooting during the surm maer of 2000
INVITE A FRIEND
RESCURCES
ZEARCH

O this Tarmae E-'I'!.rl'rgt to the stams inehed her deabut, and started EI'IT-E!II'&EI {177
film Testhval circull. she began receiving cntbcal acclam. The film had s VWorld
Promiare at the Tribeca Film Festndal 2003, and conbnued racking up sUCcHEGas
at such festivals as IFPLA. Woodstock. Ft Lavderdale, Santa Barbara. In fact i
wian the Jury Asward for Best Faatune Film af the Austin Fim Festrval, MNow, four
years since she had planned 19 begin shooling on Septembar 15th, 2001, this film
about street-worn, psychologically dislocated MNew Yorcens will inally get seaen by
MNew York ak large

Have you finally recovered from the effect of belng so close to Ground
Zero?

JE: The frauma of 811 has healed, but it's like a bad mamory from your
childhood, it stays withi you fior the rest of your ife. We went thowgh a kot during
that time._ We also grew from the experience

http://www filmfestivaltoday, com/archive item.aspTid=537 10/13/2005



Film Festival Today - Features - Archives Page 2 of 3 have the knowledge and | get to move on, improve and mature.

When did you decide you were going to make films? What were your illusions about being a filmmaker?
JE: | had written aince | was a child and shways wanted towrite. Somewhers d . . I
along the path, | became a fashion stylist and had worked with the lkes of David JE' My illusions then ﬂf-::_;t -y mﬁ:“’.“ ﬁmﬂfﬂﬁu'ﬁ}&:mﬂ ik LL;.ETHWH‘IIHU
Eowio, other rock stare and celebrites, and had an exciing career. | fine-tuned things take time and development. I'mina re ly g E B,
fry own assthetic during this perod, One day, | was on & ehoot with an arfist that | incredibly fertie.
really respected and had become plainly unhappy. | couldn’t teke the thought of
baing an another ahoot and not telling the stories | had pant up inside of me. Sa,
finding a balance, | worked with the band Garbage, which was steady and What was the hardest part to making this film?
lucrative for over a year and wiote Panticles of Truth during every spare second
When | was through, | made a couple of shorts, then the feature. | was JE: Having big ideas and no moneay.
cetarmined
Back to Archives

D FFT 2003
HOME ABOUTUS FEATURES CFE ATAGLANCE ESIGNUP E-MAILFFT INWITE A FRIEND RESOURC
DOIT HERE! DO IT NOW! CLICK HERE to advertise to the film and film festival com

Why this story line?

JE: | have a natural propensity to be drewn lowands complicated story lines
where avaryone hes o secret There is something mysterious and fascinating to
mia about people’s personal urvedings and i i an area | am interested in
portraying. My next script, A HERVOUS SOCIETY, treads on thes same ground,
but with older and more sophisticated charactars. | think most off paople are
hiding from their feams of their own insignificance

What made you decide to be the lead?

JE: Playing Lilli in the stony was one of the most challenging things I've ever
dona. She was required 1o be so emoionally raw which is the opposite of what
you nead to be &8 & director to gat i all done. It was tricky flipping back and forth
I'wasn't adginally going to be in the movie, but then (after seeing two hundred
acirazses) | hed lsamed the lines and ambodied the part. I'm glad that | did it

Since you play such a troubled character have people thought the she was
autebiographical 7

JE: A raw and emotional charscier like Ll was svhausting to ptay at imes but
nevel raumatic, Being generous with the character and making sure | was alive
In the parfarmance meant that | was thare in that room with the danger, with the
tragedy. wath my eamolions. It was an axaicssa in badng mysalf but there is no
parsonal traurma attached to it

For a first fllm, it had & great look and crisp editing —wasn't it a bit much to
take on all the jobs you did In making this?

JE: Itwes & lot for one perasn and af the same time I'm glad | Sd il | never
imagined | would have taken on as much as | did | play chicken with mysell a
the Gme. When | was a kid, f | was scared to go on the rolercoaster, | would force
miyeedl to da i On this sat, | challenged mysslf and took on so much, butl
leammed 80 much in the process. | work hard and pay attention to details. Mow |

hitp://'www filmfestivaltoday com/archive item.asp?id=537 10/13/2005
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Habitats/Battery Park City

Interrupted by Sept. 11,
A Filmmaker Resumes
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Her first feature
is part of the
TriBeCa festival.

By TRISH HALL

until home becomes unlivable.

Jennifer Elster was just about
to start the preproduction phase of
her first full-length movie in Septem-
ber 2001 when terrorists attacked the
World Trade Center. From the ter-
race of the one-bedroom apartment
she shares with her husband, Lewis
Helfer, in Battery Park City, she
<could see the second plane hit,

**I ran inside and told my husband
what [ had seen, but neither he nor [
believed it,”" she said. "We had no
electricity or plumbing and could not
put on the news to confirm what was
going on.'”

A thick cloud ook over their apart-
ment, she said, and *'we just thought
we were going to die.” They fled
down 30 floors of stairs, having no
idea what would happen next, know-
ing only that they had to get out.

They found Mr. Helfer’s parents,
who lived nearby, at a pier oa the
Hudson River, and they all wook a
boat to New Jersey. From there they
could stare at their building, dis-
traught that their dog, G, was still
there. **'We could not believe we were
without him,"" Ms. Elster said.

The next day. at nearly midnight,
they sncaked past all the military
checkpaints, returned to their bulld-
ing in Gateway Plaza on South End
Avenue, walked up to their apart-
ment and got G, a 4-year-old Rhode-
sian Ridgeback. “He was erying and
we were crying,” Mr. Heller said.

For several months, they lived at
the W hotel in Unlon Square, which
to0k in many downtown residents.
They were displaced from their
home, and work became something
that was nearly impossible, but Ms.
Elster kept trying to develop her
feature. When they returmed to their
apartment in December 2001, she
picked up where she left off.

It wasa’t, of course, the same. The
verdant retreat on their large ter-
race, which Mr. Helfer had planted
with dwarf peach and nectarine
trees, and with strawberries and to-
matocs, had been destroyed. Debris

IT can be great to work at home —

covered the 6,000 pounds of soil they
had carted up to the terrace.

Everything in their apariment,
where they have lived for 10 years,
was filthy. I threw out all of our
furniture and started casting for my
movie,” she said.

For many of the actors, the trip to
her apartment in December 2001
was their first to the scene of the
auwack. "They would often arrive at
the door crying, or overwhelmed,”
she sald. It was hard for her too.
“You just feel like everything is ir-
relevant,” she said. On the other
hand, because it was frightening, not
knowing whether there would be an-
other attack, she felt more driven to
make a movie,

She had grown up in New York,
gone to New York University and
worked as a fashion stylist before
becoming involved with moviemak-
ing. She made two short films,
“Dirty" and 111 Will,”" which were
shown at the Los Angeles Film Festi-
val in 2001,

The disaster made her feel that it
was important to go forward. “May-
be 1 wouldn't have the opportunity to
do it in the future,” she said,

Her movie, *Particles of Truth,” is

They consider their home a place to work, not to see ffjends.

Jennifer Elster-
and Lewis .-
Helfer on the -
terrace of their:
| one-bedroom
apartmentin
Gateway Plaza
on South End _
Avenue in Bat- -
§ tery Park City. -
They were
forced to flee
on9/11, and
they returned -
that Decembe:
when she con-
“tinued' workon
her first feature

about love, life and the fear of (ailing,
she said, "It's about two people that
connect to one another but don't al-
low themselves to go there,” she
sald. "The story |s about finding out
why." She is convinced that the in-
tensity of the time is reflected in the
film.

Ms. Elster shot her movie last
summer, mostly in TriBeCa al-
though also in Harlem and Williams-
burg, and finished it just a month
ago. She sent a copy to the TriBeCa
Film Festival, and it was accepted
and scheduled 1o be shown fast weex
— Thursday, Friday and yesterday.

HE wrote, produced and di-

rected the movie, and she also

plays the female lead, opposite
Gale Harold, who plays Brian Kinney
on the Showtime television series
“Queer as Folk."

Now Mr. Heller is in preproduction
for his first movie, which he said is
“about somcone who wants to die
until he finds out he is dying.” Mr.
Helfer grew up in Brooklyn and
worked as a commedities trader be-
fore deciding to become a filmmak-
er; he is now an investor with some
real estale holdings and, like Ms.
Elster, he raised financing for his
film privately. He helped produce
her movie, and she will participate in
his.

Neither wanted to say how much
their movies cost, or how old they—
are, although standing on the ter-
race, looking at the wide views to th
west and the south, they volunteeredd
one number: their dog, G, weighs 105
pounds,

Their apartment has still not
turned to what elther considers nar
mal. They have no sofa or television «
set (n the living room. I-‘umishcdonla‘
with tables and desk chairs, it lookS
like an office. The terrace has a few”
pleces of furniture, but no greenery-
yet. t

They came back, they said, be- -
cause they felt as if they had to, to :
deal with the trauma. But it's obvi- |
ous they haven't really decided to
make it home again. At the moment, |
they are just focused on home as®a |
place to work, not to see friends. .

It was a home before,” Ms. Elster .
said. Now, she said, "'it's a home, but |
it's not a home where I'd want to «
entertain’ 1M
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Posted: Wed., Apr. 27, 2005, 7:42pm PT
'Innocence’ finds home

Sanders-helmed docu snapped up by New Yorker
By IAN MOHR

MHEW YORK - Arthouse distrib New Yorker Films has sealed a daal at the
Tribeca Film Festival to snap up U.S. theatrical and homevid rights to the docu
"After Innocence” fram Showlime

Pact marks the first domestic bit of bir at Tribeca.

Pic, by writer-helmer Jessica Sanders, profiles a group of wrongly accused
inmates freed on DNA evidence who are trying to piece their lives back together.
Crusading attorneys Barry Scheck and Peter Neufeld, founders of the Innocence
FProject, are also featured.

Headed by indie vet Dan Talbot, New Yorker is planning a fall releass. Showtime
keeps premium cabla rights.

Cable unit's Showtime Independent Films provided finishing funds to Sanders and
producer Marc Simen. Preject was also made with the American Film Foundation.

Pic won a special jury prize at Sundance this year.

The Film 3ales Co.'s Andrew Herwitz repped Showtime and the fimmakers and
sealed the pact with New Yorkers Jose Lopez.

Meanwhile, indie marketing, production and sales banner Carmichael Films said it
has sealed a pact 1o serve as U.5. sales agent on a trio of Tribeca features: tyro
helmer Alicia Scherson’s "Play,” Gigantic Pictures' "Satellite” and Scoft Perry's
feature docu “"Tha Quidoorsmen.”

All three pics had their world preems at Tribeca.

"Play” fellows a contempao urban couple searching for love, while "Satellile” is a
romance aboul young lovers who leave it all behind for a batter Iife. The docu
chronicles a group of pals who create perhaps the most elaborate drinking game
In history.

Also at the fest this week, partners Jennifer Elster and Lewis Helfer unveiled
plans to formally launch a Gotham production banner dubbed 75 Films.

The duo's "Life on the Ladge® is screening here as a world preem. Comedy
concerns a man who wants to die until he finds out he really is a goner. Helfer
wrote, directed and stars in the pic.

Pic lensed almost enfirely in Tribeca,

Read the full article at:

hittp:/fwww. variety. com/story asp?i=storyGa=VR 1117921 790&c=1918
Like this aricla? Variety. com has over 145,000 articles, 40,000 reviews and
10,000 pages of charts. Subscribe today!
hitpclfwww . variety comfemailfriend

or call (888) MY-VARIETY

Can't commit? Sign up for a free 14-day triall

http: e vanety. com/emailiriond
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Use of this Website Is subject to Terms of Use, Privacy Policy
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More pathetic are the dips secured by the
filmmuakers of warm company pep mllies
at which high-ranking Enron officials
including Ken Lav—cdiose enough to Presi-
dent Bush to have heen j.;11U|:tI:| A |]".|:'|:|_'|F|-
generated nickname, “Kenny Boy™ perform
skits |-:||.-e'|:-||r.-u|.:;i||:|.'. |:"|'r|-|.:ri.|'||.'.; 11||.]!|||.'|:.'|:1.".= 1y -
vest all thedr money in the company’s #00(k)
plan, whiese fursds would, of course, evaporate
after the stock collapsed and the plundirers
were indictel. (CPO Fastow, for example—
dubbed “the Sorcerer’s Apprentice™—was
slapped with T8 charges including conspira-
cy, fraud, and money lsundering.) Were
these, in fact, “the smartest Uy in the
room ¢ No: They were the most arrogant,
beallsy, unfecling, power-hungry guys in the
company. Fortunately, their power-hast ig-
mited and consumed themn until they were
burmed by their own greed, and left char-
ol-suited ermpty shells in handeuffs—aith
smindgy-front-page-news smirks that im-
plied overseas bank accounts, Unfortunately,
by that time: they had already wrecked the

THE DVD FILTER
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backdrop composed by John Swihan (Napolean Dviamire), itis easy 1o
travel inside Brian's head and see what he sees. Scenes where audiences
catch a glimpse of Brian’s younger self acting as his conscience are witty
and well constructed.

Brian's relationship with the enraged Claire (Melissa Sagemiller) is strange,
however sweet. After scaring the girl with his overanalytical bantor, Brian
woos her over nut loafs and cranberry muffins, In return, she teaches him a
bundle of ways to kill with everyday household objects. Hmmmm. Sounds
like love is in the air.

TRIBECA 2005: Life On The Ledge Life On The Ledge is a film that plays like its actors do- eccentric and
FFURT LU obsessive. Even though occasionally length and irritating, the film’s
W peculiarity is welcomed and may be even enjoyable.
11 LA By Joshua Tyler: 2005-04-26
Stefanie’s back with her latest from the Tnbeca Film Festival in New York
The great thing about a festival like this isn’t just the big stars or flashy
films, but also the weird litile nuggets you can dig up and might not have Discuss this jibberish in The CB Forum.
heard of anywhere else. At least [ assume. My only experience is the Deep SN S s £ S —
Ellum Film Fest in Dallas. They try hard. but Tribeca itisn't.... vet. This SUBMIT A SCOOF

time Stef” s been out and about at the movie Life on the Ledge .. - Josh

Ever Had a

Life on the Ledge

Directed by: Lewis Helfer

Starring: Lewis Helfer, Melissa Sagemiller, Tovah Feldshuh, Mark Blum Blood C|°'t?

Report by: Stefanie Jackowilz I

“If vour iry something new, something bad will happen.”

Lewis Helfer is a true neurotic New Y orker. The writer and
director of the dark comedy Life On The Ledge couldn't
rest with just two film credits to his name- he added
producer and lead actor to the list as well. Ironically,
Hefler's Brian Leib, a single and jobless 30-something still
living with his wealthy parents (Tovah Feldshuh and Mark
Blum) , has a world of neuroses all his own. His life
consists of reoccurances like baking fresh bread each week
and devounng the crusts. The only occasions Bnan gets out 15 when he

MAIM SITE NAVIGATION
HOME | SUBMIT A SCOO0P | SEARCH | ALL MOVIE REVIEWS | FULL NEWS DATABASE | FULL FEATURES DATABASE | RSS 2.0 FEEDS |
EYNDICATE US | THE FILM HABIT | DVD DIGGERS | THE WEEKEND BLEND | DVD Slend | BLEND AUDIO SHOW PODCAST | BOX
OFFICE

COMMUNITY
ABOUT LS | CHAT | MESSAGE BOARDS | MAILING LIST | CALEMOAR | LINKS | CONTESTS | BUY CB STUFF

RIGHT HAND

visits his shrink or when he frequents the apartment balcony contemplating OF DOOM ) Y £\ T
ending it all with one jump. It"s not until Brian’s life may be in medical 1:1 SCALE I I L'_ I ] . h ': ) \'
jeopardy that he decides to truly enjoy life. PAOP REPLICA

Life On The Ledge is visually stimulating and Helfer"s use of fantasy
sequences 15 quirky, yet intniguing. Paired with an onginal musical

: 1 f 1d= 5 .
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By Scotty Loewen and Phecbs Moore

“Life on the Ledge”
Derocied by Lowis Halfar

Meurcticism and psychosis are the
o in Lewsis Hedfer's dark,
peychological comady Life on the
Ledge.” Helffer podrays Bran Leib,
a neurotically ribvalstic 32-year-obd
whio still lrves with his parents. ARer
being told he is going to dis, he
becomes invohsed with Claire
{Melissa Sagermiller), anoiher
patient of his psychiatist, In an
attempt to help Claire, Erian finds
himsalf grappling with a collection
of bumbling gangsters.

Helfer s at the halm of the project.
taking on he reles of writer,
direcior and staf. He pulls off all
thres roles seamlassly, imporing
the viewsar inlo Brian's twisted
reality.

The plot unravels through Bran's
oddly sormical Ramatnes,
conversations with his inner chld r
and dosam sequences as well as |

the cccasionally slow-paced action. "
Though the fim finds Rself Lewis Hefler s
wandering af times, the greater
madrmientum of the plot never Slows.

"Life on a Ledge"

Sagemdier shines in her supporting role as Claire, pulling off frequent, sickly comadic attempts
at homicide,

“Life on the Ledge” succeads in antertaining as wed as providing & polgnant lock af one man's
paychosis and the humar within it

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
EVERYONE@75FILMS.COM

FILMS



